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The Mediterranean Sea - challenges 

Like other marine environments Med Sea is facing own 
increasingly complex policy challenges due to decades of 
overexploitation of fishery resources, damage of seafloor 
habitats, pollution by nutrients and contaminants, 
spreading of non-indigenous species whose impact needs 
to be assessed clearly, pressure from marine litter and 
underwater noise still poorly understood. 
 

from Our seas, our future – moving towards  
a new understanding, EEA Marine messages 2014  



The Mediterranean Sea - gaps 

 Innovation gap in marine and maritime technologies for 
green transportation and commercial activities, energy 
supply, integrated management of the Sea zones 

 
 Cooperation/legislative gap in consolidating a coherent 
involvement of non-EU Med countries  

 
 Capacity gap of effective observational coverage providing 
high level ecosystem services and unlocking the power of  
interconnected information systems and of newly skilled 
workforce  



The Mediterranean Sea - responses 

By 2020, Mediterranean marine science should be able 
to contribute with new knowledge to efficient policy 
making and sustainable growth of the maritime 
economy in response to the societal challenges for food, 
energy, well-being and a healthy marine environment, 
following the principles of an ecosystem approach to the 
management of natural resources. 
 

SEAS-ERA report ‘Pan-European Analysis of the SEAS-ERA  
Sea Basin Strategic Research Agendas’ 



The Blue Growth* Strategy 
7 Mpeople employed by 2020 

‘Europe’s Blue Economy can mean growth, 
employment opportunities  and competitiveness. 
Through Blue Growth, we are unlocking the wealth 
that exists in the coastal and marine environment’. 

 
Maria Damanaki,  

European Commissioner for Maritime affairs and Fisheries 

* EC Com(2012)494 ‘Blue Growth - opportunities for marine 
and maritime sustainable growth’ 



 
 The Blue Growth Agenda 

[...] valorising the diversity of marine life; sustainable 
harvesting the deep-sea resources; new offshore challenge; 
ocean observation technologies; and the socioeconomic 
dimension. The aim of the focus area is to improve the 
understanding of the complex interrelations between 
various maritime activities, technologies, including 
space enabled applications, and the marine environment 
to help boost the marine and maritime economy by 
accelerating its potential through R&I. It will enhance 
sectoral and cross-sectoral cooperation by building on 
major international, regional and national initiatives. 
 

Call for Blue Growth: Unlocking the potential  
of Seas and Oceans, H2020-BG-2014/2015 



 HOPE – Healthy Oceans Productive Ecosystems Conference (EC-DG Env, 
Brussels, 3-4 March) >> call for urgent action to better protect the marine 
environment implementing the oceans chapter of Rio+20 declaration      
‘The future we want’ through UN post-2015 development Agenda. 

 High Level Conference on Coastal and Maritime Tourism (GR 
Presidency event, Athens, 10-11 March) >> presentation of  EC COM(2014)86 
final ‘A European Strategy for more Growth and Jobs in Coastal and 
Maritime Tourism’, including sea-based tourism.  

 The Ocean of Tomorrow projects: what results so far? (EC-DG R&I, 
Brussels, 26 March) >> monitoring exercise: projects focusing on 
understanding, mitigating and adapting to changes in the marine 
environment. 

 ICRI – 2nd International Conference on RIs, thematic session on 
‘Environment, with focus on MRIs’ (GR Presidency Event, Athens 2-4 April) 
>> distributed MRIs needed to reflect regional (bio-ecosystem-geophysical) 
diversity, the level that climate change impacts.  To exploit the knowledge 
and expertise base it is necessary to integrate currently fragmented consortia 
as well as physical RIs and e-Is to provide on-demand high level services. 

 

 



 European Maritime Day (Bremen, 19-20 May) >> Europe needs to be 
at the forefront of the Blue economy revolution 

 Research and Innovation in the service of Economy and 
Society/EU Neighborhood and the Black Sea region (GR 
Presidency event, Thessaloniki, 29-30 May) >> International 
cooperation on Marine research and Energy 

 Sea&Water event (IT Presidency event, Naples, 15 September ) >> 
envisioning the implementation of joint actions for a sustainable use 
and management of common space and resources with the aim of 
pacification and boosting growth as mean of cooperation 

 EurOCEAN 2014 Conference (IT Presidency event, Rome, 7-9 
October) >> Rome declaration addressed to policy makers with 
remarks on the Med Sea  

 EU BioEconomy in Action: the multiple effects of the systems 
based economy (IT Presidency event, Turin, 8-10 October) >> paving 
the way for a successful deployment of the bio-economy in Europe 

 

 

 

 



 EUSAIR - EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region, 
integrating the Maritime strategy for the Region 

  1st Pillar: Driving innovative maritime and marine growth 

 2nd Pillar: Connecting the region 

 3rd Pillar: Preserving, protecting and improving the quality 
of the environment 

 4th Pillar: Increasing regional attractiveness 

 Enhancement of quantitative and qualitative specificities of this 
geographical area, where an intense cooperation between EU 
Member States exists, but a low involvement of  (potential) 
candidate countries observed till now in spite of strong interest  

 Expected impacts clearly related to social benefits 

 
from ‘Study to support the development of sea-basin cooperation in the Med, 

Adriatic and Ionian, and Black Sea’ (Contract MARE/2012/07 N° 2) 

 

 



Binding and non-binding frameworks: Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive, Common Fishery Policy (EMFF), Integrated Maritime Policy, 
Rio+20, 7th Environment Action Programme, 2020 Biodiversity Strategy, 
EUSAIR Strategy, Barcelona UNEP/MAP2 Convention, SEAS-ERA Med SRA 
and Med Common Programme, JPI Oceans SRIA, COFASP, MarineBiotech, 
MEDSPRING, ERANET MED, PRIMA Art. 185, JPIs, H2020, inputs from EMB, 
Euromarine+, CIESM, GFCM, ENPI CBCMED Programme… 



 
 A Blue Growth flagship initiative for the Med? 

 EC Com(2009)466 ‘Towards an Integrated Maritime Policy for 
better governance in the Mediterranean’ + EC Com(2011)200           
‘A partnership for democracy and shared prosperity with the 
Southern Mediterranean’ + EC Com(2012)497 ‘Enhancing and 
focusing EU international cooperation in research and innovation: 
A strategic approach’ + EC Com(2013)473 ‘Marine Knowledge 2020’. 

 A Sea basin approach with sub-regional cooperation levels seems 
the adequate path to encourage Blue Growth. 

 Cooperation dynamics usually led by larger countries (MED and 
ENPI Programmes) plus bilateral cooperation initiatives. 

 Strategic sectoral areas framework: supporting business growth; 
fostering the blue economy; securing a healthier environment; 
ensuring long-term energy supply. 
 

from ‘Study to support the development of sea-basin cooperation in the Med,  

Adriatic and Ionian, and Black Sea’ (Contract MARE/2012/07 N° 2) 



 
 A Blue Growth flagship initiative for the Med? 

    Any initiative should aim at increasing the socio-economic cultural 
value of the region, and be composed of transversal and inclusive 
actions with cross-links focused on smart use and exploitation of  
territories intended as sustainable development, management and 
protection of the sea and coastal areas including their resources from 
fisheries and aquaculture, to natural and cultural heritage, … 

Foresight/consultations 
to define strategic 
priorities and then 

vision/goals 

Analysis of gaps 
and capacity for 

feasibility/impacts 
assessment 
framework 

Governance set 
together  with 

implementation 
processes (incl. 

budget)  

Involvement of all stakeholders  



From the EU point of view, the Mediterranean Area is a very 
important one and deserves at least the same level of 
ambition as the Atlantic. 
Complex political cooperation is recognized but at the same 
time a strong interest in sharing common values. 
The Mediterranean EU-Presidency year , Italy after Greece, is 
an important turning point to foster the Med Sea growth 
according to the principles of sustainability, innovation, job 
creation and valorisation of our unique natural and cultural 
heritage.  
                                                                          
                                                                          Thanks for your attention 
 


